
As a former CASP parent, I 
remember calling the school 
when my child was ill to let 
them know he would not be in 
attendance or if he was going 
home with a friend.  I also 
remember calling the CASP 
office to inform them of his 
absence.  Sometimes I won-
dered if I really needed to call 
CASP, but I did anyway just to 
be sure.   Recently I had the 
opportunity to sub at a pro-
gram and the importance of 
this seemingly small task be-
came quite apparent. 
 
While accounting for the chil-
dren I noted that we had six 
children not in attendance and 
the CASP office had had no call 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
that effect.  I went to the 
school office to find out if the 
children were at school that 
day.  Two were not in school 
that day and four were unac-

counted for.  The school office 
could not tell me if the chil-
dren had gotten on a bus, 
rode home with a friend, or 
had an afterschool activity 
that day.  They began calling 
bus routes to see if a child was 
mistakenly placed on a bus as I 
headed back to the CASP pro-
gram to begin my search. 
 
I immediately pulled the chil-
ŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
and began making calls.  With 
each call I ran into various 
roadblocks.  One parent was 
ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ άƻǳǘ 
ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ 
did not answer their work, cell 
or home numbers.  As I 
worked my way back through 
the long list of emergency 
contacts, I learned that a 
babysitter had picked up two 
of the children, another had 
gone home with a friend, and 
another had an afterschool 

activity and was picked up by 
the parent.  All of these calls 
took me in excess of 20 min-
utes to make and delayed my 
ability to not only begin our 
programming day, but, more 
importantly, to check on chil-
dren who may have had a real 
emergency and been lost. 
 
PLEASE remember to call the 
CASP office by 2:00 p.m. any-
time your child will not be 
attending our program for any 
reason.  Please do not assume 
the school office will be able to 
ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜπ
abouts to us.  It is critical that 
we reserve our child location 
calls to children who are truly 
not where they are supposed 
to be.  Not doing so jeopard-
izes the safety of those chil-
dren by wasting precious min-
utes on unnecessary calls.  
 

τTerri Craig 
Executive Director 
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CASP strives to provide a well-
balanced after school experi-
ence that includes various activi-
ties such as learning centers, 
homework time, reading, physi-
cal activity and a nutritious 
snack.  As part of the daily 
schedule CASP sets aside the 
first 30 minutes of programming 
for outside play, weather per-
mitting.  This part of the CASP 
schedule is critical to the success 
of the children in our programs.  
 
Children who have the opportu-
nity to participate in physical 
activities immediately after 
school are able to burn off en-

ergy stored up while sitting in 
classrooms during the after-
noon.  This helps prepare the 
children for coming back indoors 
to participate in less physical 
activities such as reading, art, 
and homework time and assists 
with the smooth operation of 
our programs by helping man-
age potential behavior issues 
due to high energy levels. 
 
CASP requires all children to go 
outside or to the gym at the 
beginning of the day.  They may 
choose not to participate in 
group activities, but are ex-
pected to stay with the group 

during this critical time in our 
program day.  We believe it is 
imperative that children have 
access to physical activity imme-
diately after school and there-
fore make it a required part of 
ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭ 
ŦŜŜƭέ ƛǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ он ŀƴŘ млл 
degrees, CASP will spend 30 
minutes outdoors weather per-
mitting or in the gym if avail-
able. 

 

 
This is a reminder that Snow Days made 
up during the school year are not eligible 
for a refund.  Once Norman Public Schools 
determines when we will be making up 
our snow days, CASP will inform its teach-
ers that they will be required to work on 
those days.   

 
There is no additional 
cost to parents for 
these make-up days as 
they are replacing the 
previous, paid days of 
canceled programming. 
 

If you have questions about the CASP  
Policy for Snow Make-Up Days, please 
contact our office. 



CASP provides homework 
time as a part of our pro-
gramming each day.  This 
time generally takes place 
around 4:00 p.m. daily, im-
mediately after outside play 
and snack.   This allows the 
children some time to de-
compress from the school 
day and have some much-
needed calories before div-
ing back into the books.  Our 
experience has shown this 
to be the best time for the 
most children to not only 
take advantage of home-
work time, but to have the 

patience and concentration 
required to successfully 
complete their homework. 

 
Children are encouraged to 
work on their homework 
during this pre-set time and 

CASP staff members are 
available to provide home-
work help as needed.   Al-
though CASP cannot go 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŀŎƪπ
pack or insist that he/she 
work on homework during 
our scheduled homework 
time, we are happy to en-
courage his/her participa-
tion. 
 
If you would like for your 
child to work on homework 
during our program each 
day, please remind him/her 
regularly of your wishes.  

Homework Time:  Opportunity to Get Ahead!  
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A Special Thank You to the  
CASP Children... 

Sweatpants 
Needed!  

 
�&�$�6�3���L�V���L�Q���Q�H�H�G���R�I���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V��
sweatpants in all sizes for use at 
our programs.  We keep a lim-
ited supply of clean clothing at 
each site for children whose 
clothing has become dirty or wet 
due to an accident or illness. 
Often, these items are not re-
turned to our programs and our 
supply is running low! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have new or used sweat-
pants in good condition, please 
consider donating them to 
CASP.  We will launder them 
and make them available to the 
children in our programs.  You 
can drop off your donations at 
�R�X�U���R�I�I�L�F�H���R�U���D�W���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���S�U�R��
gram.  Thank you in advance for 
your generosity! 


